History of WIA Funding

Since the inception of WIA, the amount of federal funding for the program has been continually reduced at the federal level.  Federal funding for workforce programs has declined by $26.8 billion from 1978 to 2006.  When it was possible to obtain a good job with good pay in the 1970’s and 80’s, the federal government spent much more on employment and training programs.  Now at a time, when most occupations require at least a 2 year degree or some vocational training, the amount of federal funding for these programs has dramatically decreased.  Below is a chart depicting the history of funding for the Cattaraugus-Allegany LWIA.  
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